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Name Story

Reference: University of Michigan Inclusive Teaching Series: Name Story

https://sites.lsa.umich.edu/inclusive-teaching/name-story/


Name Story

Reference: University of Michigan Inclusive Teaching Series: Name Story

Plan Time How to do it?
1. Choose a Prompt

Consider the prompts, choose one 
you’re comfortable sharing with 
your Tutorial group (~30 students)

2 minutes

Individually in silence, write down or think about an answer that 
takes no more than 30 seconds.

2. Share a Name Story and Listen

Share your answer with your 
Tutorial group and listen to others

20 minutes

Together as a group in Tutorial ; your TA will lead this activity and call 
on volunteers to share.

If you do not feel comfortable sharing your own Name Story, you can 
just choose one of the alternative prompts about nicknames for a 
friend/pet, etc…

https://sites.lsa.umich.edu/inclusive-teaching/name-story/


Name Story Prompts

Reference: University of Michigan Inclusive Teaching Series: Name Story

You can choose any ONE of the following prompts:

1. What is the meaning of your name?

2. Do you have a nickname? How did you get it?

3. Have you ever named (or nicknamed) anyone (pet, family member, friend, etc…)? If 

so, why did you choose that name?

4. Who are you named after?

5. Who named you, and who chose the spelling of your name?

6. Do you have any memories associated with your name?

7. If you were to get a pet today, what would it be, and what name would you give them?

https://sites.lsa.umich.edu/inclusive-teaching/name-story/


General Tutorial Structure
● Introductions
● Question 1
● Problem Solving Framework
● Question 2
● Problem Solving Framework
● Q&A



Problem Solving Framework



1. Framing
Visual Representation

Relevant Concepts

Similar Problems

Assumptions and Simplifications

Information Needed

Reference: Template for teaching and assessment of problem solving in introductory physics 

https://journals.aps.org/prper/abstract/10.1103/PhysRevPhysEducRes.16.010123


1. Framing

2. Planning

Visual Representation

Relevant Concepts

Similar Problems

Assumptions and Simplifications

Information Needed

Solution Plan

Rough Estimate

Reference: Template for teaching and assessment of problem solving in introductory physics 

https://journals.aps.org/prper/abstract/10.1103/PhysRevPhysEducRes.16.010123


1. Framing

2. Planning

3. Execution

Visual Representation

Relevant Concepts

Similar Problems

Assumptions and Simplifications

Information Needed

Solution Plan

Rough Estimate

Carry-out Plan for solving
- Work in algebra/symbols until the BITTER end
- Plug in numbers at the LAST step

Reference: Template for teaching and assessment of problem solving in introductory physics 

https://journals.aps.org/prper/abstract/10.1103/PhysRevPhysEducRes.16.010123


1. Framing

2. Planning

3. Execution

4. Answer Checking

Visual Representation

Relevant Concepts

Similar Problems

Assumptions and Simplifications

Information Needed

Solution Plan

Rough Estimate

Carry-out Plan for solving
- Work in algebra/symbols until the BITTER end
- Plug in numbers at the LAST step

Compare to Estimate

Limits Test

Units Check

Getting (UnStuck)

Reference: Template for teaching and assessment of problem solving in introductory physics 

https://journals.aps.org/prper/abstract/10.1103/PhysRevPhysEducRes.16.010123
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1. Framing

2. Planning

3. Execution 4. Answer Checking


